mother earth goes virtual

Like all nonprofits, OKC Beautiful has had to get creative with how they reach
the community and promote their mission. Even in the midst of a pandemic,
environmental education does not stop. Over the summer, OKC Beautiful
Program Director Kristen Milburn donned the Mother Earth costume, set
up her phone, and live streamed from her living room. You can check out
the videos on the OKC Beautiful YouTube channel.

program director
kristen milburn as
“mother earth”

“we love salad!”

In partnership with the Lynn Institute, OKC Beautiful hosted a five-part
virtual gardening series. The classes were led by OKC Beautiful’s OKC
Harvest Program Director Kat Gant. Kat has more than 20 years of
experience within sustainable horticulture, including community
gardening, farming, advocacy, and teaching. Due to social
distancing, people have more time at home than ever before. OKC
Beautiful is finding a desire among community members to connect
with nature as well as learn how to grow their own healthy, sustainable
food sources. The classes include: Gardening 101, Summer Veggies,
Composting 101, Natural Pest Control, and Fall Gardening. Recordings of
these classes can be found on the OKC Beautiful YouTube channel.

chef’s table

save the date: March 25, 2021

A message from OKC Beautiful Executive Director Lisa Synar: “After two postponements, we feel for the safety of our honorees and attendees we must move
our 36th Annual Distinguished Service Awards Luncheon to 2021. These very
special honorees, listed below, must be honored in person. On Thursday,
March 25, 2021 we will gather at the Oklahoma City Golf and Country
Club to officially celebrate their commitment to our great community.”
Oklahoma City Mayor’s Award | Chisholm Creek
President’s Special Recognition | Green Tree Project
Aubrey McClendon Corporate Award | Bank of Oklahoma
Pendleton Woods Lifetime Achieve Award | Governor Bill
Anoatubby, Chickasaw Nation
Community Spirit Award | “Together Square” by OG&E,
Energy FC, Energy Assist Foundation, Team Griffin Basketball,
Fields and Futures, and the Myriad Botanical Gardens
Volunteer Spirit Award | Valerie Naifeh
LitterBlitz Volunteer Award | Elliott Roofing
Visionary Award | Oklahoma City Zoo & Botanical Garden

riversport lifestyle director brent allen is
spearheading the river protectors initiative

riversport “river protectors”
initiative launched

Riversport is launching a new collaborative initiative focused on solving the
problem of litter and debris along the Oklahoma River. “The Oklahoma River
is an amazing recreational gem for Oklahoma City,” said Mike Knopp,
Riversport executive director. “Unfortunately, every time it rains, we are
dealing with trash that gets washed down from upstream. If trash is thrown
out a car window or dropped on the ground, it often ends up in a river.
Every urban waterway deals with this issue, and we want to be part of the
global movement to put an end to it.”

five-part gardening series

In June, OKC Beautiful hosted a virtual Chef’s Table. The evening included a
four-course prepared meal delivered to attendees doorsteps, wine pairing
tutorial with Sommelier Amie Hendrickson, a four-course cooking
demonstration with chefs Kam and Barb, and a tour of the two OKC
Harvest school gardens at Bodine and Cleveland elementary schools. More
than 80 people tuned in for a fun and informative evening. The next Chef’s
Table will be hosted in October alongside locally-owned restaurant group
84 Hospitality. Environmentally sustainable business practices are a priority
to 84 Hospitality and they have been dedicated River Protector volunteers.

elliott roofing
volunteer at their
annual cleanup

3535 N. Classen Boulevard
Oklahoma City, OK 73118

The videos include games, activities, and lessons that cover a variety of
topics like recycling, water conservation, pollinators, composting, and even
feature an outdoor scavenger hunt, a reusable t-shirt bag upcycling craft,
building a worm bin, coffee filter butterflies, and nature painting. Kristen
reads books like: Over in the Garden, If You Plant a Seed, A Tree is Nice, The
Tiny Seed, I Can Save the Earth, The Reason for a Flower, Wonderful Worms,
Planting a Rainbow, My Busy Green Garden, and Where Does the Garbage Go.

with kamala gamble & barb mock
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2021 annual campaign “partners in progress”
A message from OKC Beautiful Executive Director Lisa Synar: “For 52 years, OKC Beautiful
has been a significant part of the progress of Oklahoma City. Together we have made
over a $6.2 million dollar investment in our community and another $27 million in
volunteer value hours, directly improving the economic viability of our city and the
quality of life for our community. We invite you to be become a partner in our
continued progress in the areas of beautification, litter abatement, environmental
education, and sustainability. We know there are more challenging times ahead,
but together we will continue to change lives in our great community.
Together we will continue to help our environmental and economic resources
thrive. Together we will educate and empower young people to take care of the
earth. Thank you for being partner in our past success. We ask you continue to
be a part of our progress through our 2021 Annual Campaign.
OKLAHOMA REDBUD | $2,500+
Annual subscription and recognition in the OKC Beautiful newsletter; recognition
on OKCBeautiful.com; sponsorship recognition at all major fundraising events;
a tree planted in your honor

bus benches promote cigarette
litter prevention

MIGHTY OAK | $1,500-2,499
Annual subscription and recognition in the OKC Beautiful newsletter; recognition
on OKCBeautiful.com; sponsorship recognition at all major fundraising events

ELM | $25-499
Annual subscription to the OKC Beautiful quarterly newsletter

olympic athletes confront
litter at their training site

“We can do temporary cleanups, but we really need to create that cultural shift
that drives lasting change. As consumers, we have to get away from Styrofoam
and single-use plastics or it will be like Groundhog Day – the trash will keep
coming and we’ll be doing the same thing over and over.” A unique feature
of Riversport’s new River Protector initiative is the idea of cataloguing the
trash to define the scope and source of the problem. Using the free
Litterati app, Allen and his volunteers have retrieved and catalogued over
30,000 pieces of trash over the past eight weeks. The two most common
forms of trash found in the river are single-use plastics such as water and
soda bottles, and Styrofoam cups, plates, and to-go containers. “The
Litterati app allows us to photograph and tag trash with a GPS locator so
we can work on data-driven solutions,” Allen said.
“We have to move away from these single-use items that once created,
are on this planet forever,” Allen said. “In the short term, they are
killing fish, birds, and sea creatures. Long term, plastic breaks
down into smaller pieces with microplastics making their way
into our oceans and our bodies. As Styrofoam degrades, it
releases toxic chemicals. It doesn’t have to be this way. We
can have the convenience, but replace plastic and Styrofoam
with products that are biodegradable or compostable,”
Allen points out. “Today we have lots of options.”

ROYAL CYPRESS | $1,000-1,499
Annual subscription and recognition in the OKC Beautiful newsletter; recognition
on OKCBeautiful.com; sponsorship recognition at the Annual Distinguished
Service Awards Luncheon
BLAZE MAPLE | $500-999
Annual subscription and recognition in the OKC Beautiful newsletter;
recognition on OKCBeautiful.com

Riversport’s River Protectors initiative has two goals: remove the trash that’s
already coming downstream, but long term, creating a cultural shift to
eliminate trash at its source. Riversport is partnering with OKC Beautiful to
complete a series of cleanup events over the next few weeks and is inviting
volunteers to join the effort. Riversport Lifestyle Manager Brent Allen is leading
the project. “We are looking for either individuals or groups to help pick up and
catalogue the trash along the river.” The North Canadian River travels from
Colorado through New Mexico into the Texas Panhandle and on to what
eventually becomes the Oklahoma River. “When it rains, trash from upstream
is washed down and gets trapped here along our docks,” Allen said.

students at bodine
journal their garden
observations

“We need volunteers to help pick up the trash, but we also
need people to ask their restaurants and retailers to
offer more eco-friendly alternatives to Styrofoam and
plastic,” Allen said. “We understand it’s a process.
Riversport is working to get there just like everyone else.
It’s a journey that begins with that first step.” (con’t)

casady students earn
service hours cleaning
up the river

volunteer with
the boy scouts
returns with
a kayak full of
litter
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river protectors con’t

According to the Oklahoma Department of Transportation,
more than 60% of littering is deliberate and about 55%
of that occurs along rural and urban highways. When
it comes to parks and recreational areas, pedestrians
account for greater than 76% of litter. Styrofoam and
single-use plastics make up the majority of litter
being found by River Protector volunteers.
Oklahoma is flat and windy and because these
materials are lightweight that often means they end
up blowing into waterways like the Oklahoma River,
Lake Overholser, and Lake Hefner. The water acts as
a magnet for this lightweight litter and once blown
in, it is there to stay. This means that a water bottle
or foam cup littered in the middle of the city, can end
up in the water miles away. Most of these materials
take hundreds of years to decompose, if ever. But as
they decompose in OKC’s waterways, they release toxins
and microplastics that contaminate the wildlife and
surrounding ecosystem.

dedicated 84 hospitality
volunteers have collected
and catalogued thousands of
pieces of litter - thank you!

Charlie Buckley, a junior at Casady, has been earning service hours for
school by volunteering at the river with his friends. Charlie says, “I stay involved with this project
because something needs to be done about the amount of litter that ends up in the rivers and on the
land. There’s a seemingly infinite amount of trash in our rivers. I now truly understand how important our
natural resources are and we can’t let trash and other types of pollution destroy them. This experience
has caused me to be more aware of the trash around me and I try to pick up any litter I see.”
David Rackley with 84 Hospitality, along with other members of their leadership team, have been
organizing weekly cleanups. 84 Hospitality is a locally-owned restaurant group that manages concepts
like Empire Slice House, Goro Ramen and Izakaya, Burger Punk, and Revolucion. David says, “It has been
a focus of ours at 84 Hospitality to do our best to take care of our planet. We have started adding more
eco-friendly practices in our operations at all our concepts. That is largely thanks to Chelsey Cope and
her research and work with Fertile Ground. From the beginning, our hope has been that we can do the
research and share what we find with other restaurant groups. Opening that discussion between those in
the industry is going to be important. We want to grow and learn with and from other restaurant groups.
We have to move away from single-use plastics and Styrofoam. Unfortunately, a large amount of these
single-use plastics and Styrofoam end up in rivers and lakes here in OKC. We want to help keep our
community clean, so partnering with OKC Beautiful and Riversport OKC was a great opportunity for us.”
River Protectors has been a collaborative effort from the beginning. Brent Allen with Riversport says, “The
collective good of any community is based in collaborative problem solving. The work we are doing in
partnership with OKC Beautiful is building a more sustainable city for future generations.” Families, civic
groups, coworkers, or students interested in organizing a cleanup or earning service hours through the
River Protectors initiative can contact Kristen Milburn at kristen@okcbeautiful.com or (405) 525-8822.
Cleanups can be conducted at the Oklahoma River, Lake Overholser, or Lake Hefner.
volunteers use coffee
bean bags donated by
eôté coffee for trash
collection
styrofoam and single-use
plastics are the most
commonly found items
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terry craghead & fertile ground

Growing up in Broken Arrow, Terry Craghead was busy with soccer, church, band,
and Boy Scouts. He developed an early love of nature through gardening with
his mom, fishing with his dad and grandpa, and camping and hiking with the
Boy Scouts. Terry attended Oklahoma Christian University where he says, “I
learned about how my faith was inextricably connected to caring for people
and the planet.” While pursuing a master’s degree in urban studies and
community development and taking classes in the sustainable horticulture
program at OSU-OKC, Terry became involved in the organizing of
Commonwealth Urban Farms with Elia Woods and Allen Parleir. Terry began
composting rotten food waste from Whole Foods and that’s where the seed for
Fertile Ground was planted.
After a few months of seeing so much food waste from one grocery store, Terry wanted
to synthesize this opportunity with his desire to create a worker-owned cooperative. In
2011, he reached out to a few of the neighborhood volunteers to help start Fertile
Ground. The primary service offering at the beginning was commercial
composting. Most organic waste is sent to landfills, where it decomposes
anaerobically (without oxygen) and creates methane. Methane is a greenhouse
gas that can trap 30 times more heat than carbon dioxide. In other words,
organic waste in the landfill is bad for the environment. However, the product
of composting is a useful soil amendment that’s full of microbiology that’s
good for soils—it helps plants absorb and retain nutrients, improves soil
structure, helps water get to roots, holds on to water better, and acts as a
slow release fertilizer. Using compost also reduces the necessity of
herbicides and pesticides, creating a healthier ecosystem. But the owners
always imagined being broader than just a compost collection service,
seeing themselves as a “sustainability services” business. They soon added
recycling services, building raised garden beds, providing permaculture
consultations, and residential compost collection and drop off.

Meet OKC Beautiful’s 2020 Service Scholarship Winner - Aiyana Washington! Staff have
had the pleasure of getting to know Aiyana over the last couple of years while she
served as an exemplary member of the Teen Board program. To say she is an
impressive young woman, would be an understatement. She will be attending
Standford University in the fall, where she will no doubt represent Oklahoma well! But
her academic excellence and intelligence are just one of her many shining attributes.

terry co-founded
fertile ground in 2011
photo by ely fair

Terry was put onto the idea of cooperative development as an alternative form of
economic development through his master’s program and online research. Fertile
residential weekly
Ground is a worker-owned cooperative, which means that workers who go through a
compost pick up
photo by ely fair
membership process become co-owners. They pay for a share and participate in
governance, then receive a portion of the surplus based on hours worked with the
cooperative. Terry says, “We believe that worker-owned businesses are more resilient
than typical businesses, that they help individuals build wealth, support the local economy, teach
entrepreneurial skills, and create collective structures that build civic skills and engagement.”

Her desire to serve the community and environment is inspiring. Aiyana is a leader
outside of her school as a member of OMRF’s Teen Leaders in Philanthropy, Pivot Teen
Service Board, and she has an active leadership role in her church. She was also an active
member of many clubs and groups at her school: the national honor society, book club,
photography club, sign language club, competitive drama – where she placed 3rd at the state
tournament and qualified for nationals, she was the president of Key Club, and she
assembled a diversity committee as a response to racism on her high school campus.
Aiyana was the Choctaw high school Environmental Club co-founder and president.
She started the club to educate her peers about environmental issues, encourage
sustainability in the community, maintain a campus recycling program, and
organize regular campus trash cleanups. She pioneered and managed a
successful recycling program at her school, recycling hundreds of gallons of
waste each month. Rallying fifteen student-led clubs and organizations, they
conducted regular campus trash cleanups. The club revitalized the school’s
greenhouse as a campus garden and constructed and maintained a
vermicomposting bin to use as teaching tools. Aiyana says, “emphasizing
sustainability in educational and government settings will provide citizens and
leaders with crucial insight into how our daily decisions impact the earth.”

yoga in the park

OKC Beautiful is excited to showcase the beauty and functionality
of OKC’s wonderful public parks. During a time when many are
feeling isolated, this program provides a space for people to
safely enjoy the outdoors, connect with community, and care
for their physical and mental wellbeing.

Civic engagement plays a key role in Terry’s beliefs about taking care of the earth.
He says, “When we are protecting nature, we are protecting people and
when we are protecting people, we are protecting nature. We have to
make individual choices to create the world we want to see, but we
also have to interact with the political forces that create options
and choices for people. It’s not an either / or choice. We must
make individual sustainable choices while being a part of groups
that advocate to protect and improve our common home…
Voting is important, but only takes 15 minutes one day or two
days a year. The real work of making change happens in
between election days.”
Fertile Ground hopes to continue to grow their services and
create more worker-owned jobs moving forward. Fertile Ground
currently offers a wide range of affordable and accessible
sustainability services like: residential composting, residential
recycling, commercial composting, commercial recycling, zero-waste
event services, compost filter socks, compost and worm casting sales.
Contact Fertile Ground on their website at fertilegroundok.coop, email
info@fertilegroundok.coop, or call 405-633-0264.

environmental
club cleanup

This glowing recommendation from her teacher, Mr. Jenkins, concisely
summarizes why Aiyana was chosen for this award. “One of my favorite traits of
Aiyana’s is her humility; she has that unique ability to lead and achieve without
taking up all the air in the room. I am confident that this combination of leadership
and character is going to take her very far in life, both personally and professionally.
Aiyana, essentially single-handedly, started our Environmental Club. She saw a
need in her community, and she created and implemented a solution. That’s
what Aiyana does.”

Fertile Ground doesn’t just talk about being engaged in the community, they are living it. They work with Curbside
Chronicle to recycle and compost waste from their Curbside Flowers project, they have donated compost and labor
to install garden beds at SISU Youth Services and Nappy Roots bookstore, and they have partnered with Homeless
Alliance to do neighborhood cleanups. In his personal life, Terry serves on the planning committee for the Oklahoma
Compost Conference, on the Go-Green Team for the OKC Festival of the Arts, and is his church’s contact for VOICE
(Voices Organized in Civic Engagement).
fertile ground offers
recycling services too!

aiyana washington

Yoga in the Park is FREE and open to the public. Yoga
instructors will be teaching one hour classes for all
levels and ages. Bring water and a yoga mat (or
towel) and wear comfortable clothes. Social
distancing measures will be observed. All
classes are on Wednesdays from 6-7 pm.
Contact kristen@okcbeautiful.com with
any questions.

family of yogis at
washington park

SAVE THE DATES:
September 23 at Washington Park
September 30 at John F. Kennedy Park
October 14 at Riley Leroy Pitts Park
October 28 at Woodson Park

friends enjoy the shade
at john f. kennedy park
a beautiful evening
at lincoln park

