36th annual awards luncheon
“partners in progress”

putting zoo poo to
good use in a pollinator
garden

After almost a year of postponements, OKC Beautiful’s board and staff made the
difficult decision to host the 36th Annual Distinguished Service Luncheon virtually.
This exceptional list of honorees will be celebrated on March 25, 2021 and
livestreamed from the National Cowboy and Western Heritage Museum at
okcbeautiful.com/luncheon. Join OKC Beautiful in honoring these individuals
and organizations that have made such a difference in the landscape of this
great community. This past year has been challenging, but with your support
OKC Beautiful continued to provide impactful programming to the community.
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What? OKC Beautiful is recruiting individual volunteers and volunteer groups
for their annual citywide cleanup called “LitterBlitz”.
Why? At a time when citizens are feeling isolated and disconnected, LitterBlitz provides
the opportunity to give back and reconnect with friends, neighbors, civic clubs, and
coworkers as well as the environment in a safe and easy way. Studies indicate that
litter has decreased 61 percent since 1968 through beautification efforts like OKC
Beautiful’s LitterBlitz! When you pick up litter you are improving quality of life and
civic pride, promoting economic development, and saving tax dollars.

2021 Annual Awards Luncheon Honorees

mayor holt and blake
griffin tip off at the
together square

teen board tackles litter

group cleanup at
lake overholser

team work!

This year’s Teen Board is a small but mighty group of 12! The
Teen Board’s main focus this year is partnering with the
lan documents and
River Protectors initiative by documenting litter
collects litter
collection and hearing from speakers about
various sustainability issues. Teens started
the year meeting in person, but as the virus
spread through the holidays, moved to
virtual meetings. Students are tasked each
month with conducting and documenting
their own litter cleanup and tuning into a
virtual speaker with topics ranging from
recycling dos and don’ts, composting 101,
OKC’s sustainability plan, and how pollution
affects wildlife. Teen board member Sofia Weaver
says, “Being a part of the OKC Beautiful Teen Board has
not only allowed me to actively engage in my
community, but has also educated me on the
realities of being environmentally aware and how to do
so. Everything I’ve learned in our meetings translates to my
everyday life, and being able to work alongside the other individuals on the board
in using these tools to educate and better our community is extremely fulfilling.”
OKC Beautiful Program Director Kristen Milburn reflects on the impact of Teen
Board, “I have had the pleasure of leading Teen Board for five years now. Every
year, I am inspired by this tenacious, capable, and compassionate group of young
people. They truly give me so much hope for the future, and I am honored to guide
them through their understanding of issues related to sustainability. I hope to one
day see them as civically engaged leaders who are putting the environment in the
forefront of their decision making.”

robinson park “santa sweep” downtown!

litterblitz volunteers needed

Honorary Chairperson Pat Potts and the OKC Beautiful Board ask that you be a
“Partner in Progress” as OKC Beautiful moves forward in 2021 by supporting this
important event. Sponsorship opportunities can be found at okcbeautiful.com. To
donate or for additional questions, contact Executive Director Lisa Synar at 405.525.8822
or lisabsynar@okcbeautiful.com

Oklahoma City Mayor’s Award | Chisholm Creek
President’s Special Recognition | Social Greenery
Aubrey McClendon Corporate Award | Bank of Oklahoma
Pendleton Woods Lifetime Achieve Award | Governor Bill Anoatubby,
Chickasaw Nation
Community Spirit Award | “Together Square” by OG&E, Energy FC, Energy Assist
Foundation, Team Griffin Basketball, Fields and Futures, and the Myriad Botanical Gardens
Volunteer Spirit Award | Valerie Naifeh
LitterBlitz Volunteer Award | Elliott Roofing
Visionary Award | Oklahoma City Zoo & Botanical Garden
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reconnect through yoga in the park
OKC Beautiful started Yoga in the Park in 2017 as a way to encourage OKC citizens to explore
their neighborhood parks. Through this program, OKC Beautiful highlights the beauty and
functionality of OKC’s wonderful public parks in every corner of the city. The goal is for
this to provide a space for people to connect with community and nature and practice
some self-love. These goals are especially salient given the current circumstances.
Yoga in the Park regular Felix Linden says, “Yoga in the park does two things: It gets
me out of my comfort zone and it allows me to explore various parts of the city in
a relaxing environment. I’m a fan of Yoga in the Park and hope to see you there!”
Yoga in the Park is free to attend and is tailored for all ages and skill levels.
Classes are hosted April through October on first and third Wednesdays from
6-7 pm. Attendees should bring water, a yoga mat (or towel), and wear
comfortable clothes. Physical distancing measures will be observed.
Yoga in the Park instructor Anna Davidson is ready to greet you, “I am so
excited for you to join in on OKC Beautiful’s Yoga in the Park with us! I
believe yoga is for everyone, every body, at every stage. My goal in every
class I teach is to make you feel empowered, safe, and familiar with the place
we call home in our bodies. Whether you’re a first timer or you’ve been with us
from the beginning, I can’t wait to hold space for you.”

will rogers park provides
perfect shade

save the dates! 2021 schedule:

bring the kids!

April 7 - Scissortail Park
April 21 - Washington Park
May 5 - Earlywine Park
May 19 - Will Rogers Garden
June 2 - JFK Park
June 16 - South Rotary Park
July 7 - McKinley Park
July 21 - Edwards Park
August 4 - Will Rogers Garden
August 18 - Pitts Park
September 1 - Earlywine Park
September 15 - Woodson Park
October 6 - Washington Park
October 20 - Scissortail Park

Volunteer testimonials:
“Classen SAS Earth Club loves working with OKC Beautiful. We have had two very
fun and successful trash pickups at the river with OKC Beautiful’s generously
provided supplies and support! It has been very difficult for our group to be able to
get service hours during the pandemic as well as to safely bond, but our trash
pickups with OKC Beautiful have allowed us to get together outside, and help promote
Earth Club’s goals by cleaning up our environment. Our group has been able to see
firsthand how littering and single use plastics and styrofoam create such a large impact
on our immediate community and ecosystems. We have become closer and larger as a
group by being able to provide safe community service opportunities that students enjoy
through LitterBlitz.” - Isabella Butzer, Classen SAS Earth Club president
“Every year, Armacell holds our Annual Global Armacell Day where each of our
production facilities plan a volunteer event in local our community. For the 2020
Global Armacell Day, due to the pandemic, we had to ensure we participated in
a program where social distancing, masks, and gloves could be used, and I was
able to get set up with the OKC LitterBlitz program. At the end of the day, we
had more than eight large trash bags full of litter we picked up around Lake
Overholser and at the park area. At Armacell, we are a team, and we worked
as a team in this volunteer event. Working with OKC Beautiful was a great
experience. Kristen was quick in responding to my emails and answering all
my questions. We have some employees who love to volunteer their time to
help our community, and with this event, they were in their element. We will
definitely enjoy participating in this program again!” - Amy Light, Armacell
HR Coordinator

classen sas earth club
earns service hours
picking up litter

armacell employees
team up to clean
lake overholser

When? A day of your choosing during the month of April.
Where? Your neighborhood, a nearby park, a littered green space, you choose!
If you do not have a place in mind, OKC Beautiful can help you identify a location.
How? Gather a team and register at okcbeautiful.com/programs/litterblitz.
OKC Beautiful will provide trash bags and gloves for the cleanup. Students
and employees can earn service hours for participating in LitterBlitz.

yoga in the park regulars,
felix & christy

Covid precautions: Volunteer groups should observe physical
distancing during cleanups, wear masks and gloves at all times, and
thoroughly wash hands after picking up trash. Groups should be limited
to 10 people. Larger groups can split up between multiple sites.
Questions? Contact Program Director Kristen Milburn at
kristen@okcbeautiful.com or 405-525-8822.

oklahoma compost conference
committee cleans up at the
oklahoma river
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eco spotlight:
oklahoma green schools

okc harvest goes virtual
Nationally, quarantine sparked a renaissance in gardening.
The students in the OKC Harvest garden educator pilot
program are no exception. Once schools closed, staff
received notes from excited parents of OKC Harvest
students. One parent remarked, “Our family has always loved
gardening, but after seeing how the school garden was such
an incredible learning experience for our daughter, we
decided to build our own raised bed and plant a garden in
our backyard. With the school year ending prematurely, this
turned out to be a great decision. We were able to have our
own science lessons right in our backyard.”

“we used what we learned from miss
sarah to plant carrots, squash,
cucumbers, cantaloupe, watermelon,
beans, okra, and tomatoes!”

garden educator micah stover
films lessons for her students

maycie’s family, inspired by okc
harvest, decided to build their
own raised garden beds

tree giveaway with social greenery
In partnership with Social Greenery, OKC Beautiful was able to give away 142 Leyland
Cypresses this January. Founded in 2017, originally called Green Tree Project, the
cornerstone of Social Greenery’s business is as a living Christmas tree rental
company. With a major focus on climate and community, Social Greenery
donates the Christmas trees at the end of the season to OKC Beautiful to be
given away to the community. The trees found their forever homes in a
variety of places from residential homes to nonprofits to schools, diverting
thousands of pounds of would-be organic waste from our landfill.

In every newsletter, OKC Beautiful highlights an organization or individual
making an environmental impact in Oklahoma! The Oklahoma Green Schools
program seeks to educate and empower Oklahoma students and teachers
to make a difference in their schools and communities through an increased
understanding of environmental issues leading to stewardship of resources
and personal responsibility. In 2008, representatives from several public and
private organizations with expertise on green issues, saw the need for a
program that could bring coordination and focus to the green school movement
in Oklahoma, leading to the creation of the Oklahoma Green Schools program. The
creators and developers of the program brought their expertise, enthusiasm and
various interests to one common platform, to give schools a single source for tips,
information, and approaches to “greening” their schools.

While students grew food at home over the summer, OKC Harvest
staff harvested and shared produce from school gardens with school staff
and local food pantries. As it became clear that the fall semester would be
Students, teachers, and school staff members receive tools, training, and
virtual for OKCPS, OKC Harvest responded by transforming its hands-on
resources for student-led Green Teams to create healthier schools garden-based learning experience into a fully virtual school garden
and to save schools’ money! Using toolkits provided by Oklahoma
program. One of the defining features of OKC Harvest is the natural
Green Schools, students collect data, lead the discussion, and
blending of academic standards with gardening lessons, and students
propose ideas on ways the schools can make improvements in
would need this continued focus while learning online. OKC Harvest
relation to energy, environmental quality, school site, waste
program director, Kat Gant, took on the role of camera crew and film
and recycling, and water. Being on the Green Team is
editor while garden educators, Sarah Mossman and Micah Stover,
empowering students to be leaders and decision makers in the
stepped up to becoming on-screen personalities that their students
school, and this gives them confidence and pride that they carry
could rely on during the pandemic. Together they produced timely,
into their community. Teaching students about sustainability and
mom says “my kids help with all
educationally focused videos from the garden that are filled with STEM
aspects of the garden and are
the environment gives them the tools they need to solve the global
concepts and expanded vocabulary. 2020 garden lesson videos can be
adventurous in trying things
accessed at okcbeautiful.com. In addition to producing video lessons
challenges the world faces now and in the future. Green Schools have
that they helped grow.”
during the fall semester, all our supporting materials were turned into
reduced environmental impacts and they save money! Reducing
interactive online worksheets. “Teachers were faced with the massive
energy and water use, cutting back on fossil fuel used in transportation,
challenge of reaching their students online,” says program manager Kat Gant, “and
reducing waste headed to the landfill, and protecting natural habitats are all
we had to be patient as they navigated this process. Bodine and Cleveland principals
benefits of the program. Since its inception, 191 schools have participated in the
helped guide us in blending our materials with the technology teachers were tasked with using.”
Oklahoma Green Schools program.
A sense of belonging and community is a key benefit of school gardens, and OKC Harvest is keeping
students connected during these times when youth are experiencing feelings of isolation. Garden
educator, Sarah Mossman adds, “We wanted them to be aware of the seasonal changes happening
in the gardens, but just as importantly we wanted them to be reminded of this special place that
would be waiting for them when they return to school.” Knowing that students would be spending
increased screen-time, part of OKC Harvest’s virtual approach was to inspire off-screen activities,
such as tracking their own weather data and looking for decomposers in their home environments.
Research indicates that spending even a couple of hours per week in nature is crucial for promoting
health and wellbeing. To this end, OKC Harvest worked with both schools to make sure students
had notebooks for garden journaling at home. Teachers have reported that students look forward
to garden time via video each week and have found kids eager to engage in discussions about
the lessons. “We understood that not everything we provided would be used by each
student in each class,” says Bodine Garden Educator Micah Stover, “but we provided
comprehensive tools teachers could use to keep students engaged both in virtual
learning and in the garden program.”

sara & shavara at
uco’s earth day
event in 2019

caption

student uses a light
meter to measure the
temperatures of
different
caption
light bulbs

The Oklahoma Green Schools program helps improve students’ academic performance, develops
students’ critical thinking skills, and grows student leaders. Executive Director Sara Ivey says, “We
know these students are our next leaders. We want to ensure they are informed about the world
around them and their impact on that world. Then they will have the knowledge to make informed
decisions for their communities and help protect our state through the air we breathe, the water
we drink, the land on which we thrive, and the way we use our resources to help to make
Oklahoma an even better place to live.”

Oklahoma Green Schools is led by a two-person team with Sara Ivey
as executive director and Shavara Johnson as communications
director. They have a combined 19 years of
environmental education and nonprofit
experience. Sara is also the current
treasurer, and past president of the
Oklahoma Recycling Association, and
board member for the Oklahoma
Association for Environmental
Education. And Shavara is
currently the communications
manager for the Oklahoma
Recycling Association. She is
constantly researching new
information to share on the
various social media platforms of
food pantries received
the organizations she represents in
the spring harvest after
green team students at
order to provide resources that
schools closed
deer creek middle school
support sustainability in the state of Oklahoma. To
learn more and get involved visit okgreenschools.org.

Sam Walker is the founder and CEO of Social Greenery. She has worked in
nonprofit and for profit organizations across the metro, but her home is in
small business and startups. Sam is the mom to five incredible children and has
an amazing husband as well. Apart from parenting and operating a business,
Sam enjoys growing a cut flower garden, reading, and hanging out with her dogs.
When asked about her inspiration for starting Social greenery, Sam said, “It started
that fall when one of our children moved in with us. We were a therapeutic foster
picking up trees to be
home, so we specialized in providing care for children who had special needs. One
planted at joe’s addiction
of our little boys came to us after having been through half a dozen other foster
coffee shop and day shelter
homes in only seven months at the age of four. We were using our therapeutic
training to help him, but we also decided that an extravagant Christmas would be a fun
way to inject some joy into his world. It was after Christmas when we found this kiddo
crying at the window. ‘Don’t worry honey! Christmas will come back every year,’ we tried to reassure him. ‘It’s not that,’
he cried. ‘I just thought you loved the tree.’ ‘Oh sweetheart of course we loved the tree! We decorated it, hung our
precious homemade ornaments on it, sat around it and opened our gifts. It was basically part of our family!’ ‘No,’ he
said. ‘You threw it away.’ Just like you’ll throw me away. We could practically hear the unspoken part of what he was
thinking. My husband and I were really moved to consider the fact that the way we handled a precious Christmas
tradition - our Christmas tree - really didn’t reflect our family values at all. What were we doing throwing away a
full-size tree every year? What could it mean that this sweet child was so hurt by our actions? We examined the market and
decided there was room for a better way to do Christmas trees, and the next fall Green Tree Project (now Social Greenery)
took roots and sprang to life.”
Social Greenery operates on four core values: climate, community, convenience, and Christmas. And
you can see these core values reflected in their day-to-day operations. Sam says, “We use these as
guiding principles. When a new community, political, social or climate issue comes along that
affects us personally or as a business, we examine our core values for guidance on how we (as a
business) should respond.” Their focus on climate and community is the reason Social
Greenery is receiving the President’s Special Recognition Award at OKC Beautiful’s luncheon
this year. Social Greenery uses recycled, recyclable, organic, compostable, or locally
produced materials in all possible cases and donates to beautification and reforestation
efforts. Their tagline “Together We Grow”, emphasizes the importance they place on
community by elevating social and environmental causes. Social Greenery is truly
demonstrating a model that does business and grows successfully alongside the
community. Their primary goal is to leave a legacy for their kids. Sam reflects, “We
would like for them to live in a world that moves a little more slowly, lives a little
more intentionally, and is a lot more just and equitable.”
many residents, like gina,
were able to replace trees
lost in october’s ice storm

these trees bring joy and
beauty to their forever
homes!

OKC Beautiful’s partnership with Social Greenery will continue to grow. OKC
Beautiful is honored to be the trusted with their trees. When asked why she chose
to partner with OKC Beautiful, Sam said “We chose OKC Beautiful for one of
primary community partners because their values align closely with our own
- sustainability, beautification, economic development. We love that OKC
Beautiful prioritizes taking action. Even during the pandemic and the height
of the lockdown, we noticed them still working hard to make an impact in
their areas of emphasis. OKC Beautiful is a dream partner. They’re flexible
and easy to work with, and we feel incredibly grateful that they bring our
sustainability vision to life and take on our trees in December.”
To learn more about Social Greenery and how you can utilize their services
for Christmas or other special events, visit their website socialgreenery.com
or social media @socialgreenery.

