
Tomato Varieties Recommended for Central Oklahoma 
Varieties which mature early, handle heat stress better than most and/or are recommended 
for our region are the best bets.  

 

 

Sauce 
 

Juliet (hybrid) 60 days 
Resistances: 
AB… Alternaria (Early) Blight 
LB… Late Blight 

Habit: Indeterminate 
“Mini roma,” deep red, shiny fruits avg. 2-2 1/4" L x 1 3/8-1 1/2" W, weighing 1 1/2-2 oz. Typically 12-18 fruits per 
cluster. Delicious, rich tomato flavor for salads, great salsa, and fresh pasta sauce. Good crack resistance, vine 
storage, and shelf life. 1999 AAS winner. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

San Marzano (hybrid) 78 days 
Resistances: 
F2...Fusarium Wilt, Races 1 and 2 
V…Verticillium Wilt 
Habit: Indeterminate 
Tall vines produce heavy yields of long, cylindrical fruit a week earlier than other San Marzano varieties. Delicious, balanced 
acidic flavor, and meaty flesh makes for good sauce. Fruits avg. 5-6 oz.



Cherry 
 

Black Cherry (new variety, open pollinated) 64 days 
Resistance: None listed but recommended by www.dustbowlseeds.com. 
Habit: Indeterminate 
The only truly black cherry tomato. Produce's large, sprawling, vigorous tomato plants that yield abundant crops 
in huge clusters of 1", round, deep purple, mahogany-brown cherry tomatoes. Fruits are irresistibly delicious with 
sweet, rich, complex, full tomato flavors that burst in your mouth, characteristic of the best flavorful black 
tomatoes. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sunsugar (hybrid) 62 days 
Resistances: 

F…Fusarium Wilt 

V…Verticillium Wilt 
Habit: Indeterminate 

The ultimate in cherry tomatoes, this golden yellow beauty achieves a new level of sugar-sweetness and flavor, superb 

texture, and a tangy "true tomato" taste. Fruits are a lovely golden yellow, weigh 1/2 oz., and possess thin skins - remarkable, 

considering its wonderful crack resistance, even in heavy rains. Heavy early cropper. Very vigorous.

http://www.dustbowlseeds.com/


Cherry (continued) 
 

 

Sungold (hybrid) 65 days 
Resistances: 
F2...Fusarium Wilt, Races 1 and 2 
Verticillium Wilt 
Sungold's fruity or tropical flavor is a big hit with everyone who tastes it. The bright apricot-orange round globes 
are 1 1/4 inches across and are borne on long, 10-15 fruit, grape-like trusses. The vigorous indeterminate vines 
produce equally well in the field and the early spring greenhouse. Plan on setting up your lawn chair between 
Sungold and Sweet Million for blissful snacking. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sweet million (hybrid) 65 – 75 days 
Resistances: 
F2...Fusarium Wilt, Races 1 and 2 
TMV...Tobacco Mosaic Virus 
Habit: Indeterminate 
Flavor packed cherry tomatoes. 3 foot tall plants produce 1-1 1/2 inch fruit in grape-like clusters. ‘two bite' size. 
Very disease resistant.



Medium Size 
 

Early Girl (hybrid) 57 days 
Resistances: 
F2…Fusarium Wilt (Races 1 & 2) 
V…Verticillium Wilt 
Habit: Indeterminate 
It's hard to find tasty, full-sized fruits like this extra-early in the season. Meaty, ripe, red fruits, 4 to 6 oz., are 
slightly flattened and bright crimson throughout. Very appealing, with firm texture and blemish-resistant skin. 
Heavy yields on hardy vines. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sioux (heirloom) 70 days 
Resistances: None listed but recommended by www.dustbowlseeds.com . 
Habit: Indeterminate 
One of the best-known historic tomatoes bred in the Midwest, the medium-sized fruit are early. Great flavor. 
Smooth, beautiful fruit and heavy yields.

http://www.dustbowlseeds.com/


Medium Size (continued)  

 

Mariana (hybrid) 70 days 
Resistances: 
AS…Alternaria Stem Canker 
F2…Fusarium Wilt (Races 1 & 2) 
L…Gray Leaf Spot 
N…Nematodes 
V…Verticillium Wilt 
Habit: Determinate 
Small to medium-sized plants have good fruit set and are high yielding. 4-6 oz. fruits are extremely uniform in shape, firm with 
thick walls, and have very good flavor. Good disease resistance. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Celebrity (hybrid) 72 days 
Resistances: 
F2...Fusarium Wilt, Races 1 and 2 
N…Nematodes 
TMV...Tobacco Mosaic Virus 
V… Verticillium Wilt 
Habit: Determinate 
Beefsteak type tomato. This AAS Award Winner established a new standard for main-crop hybrids requiring 
multiple disease resistance. Highly adaptable from Canada to the South. Medium sized, globe-shaped fruits are 
crack-resistant and average 7 oz. Vigorous determinate. 1984 AAS winner.



Medium Size (continued)  

 

Golden Jubilee (heirloom) 72 - 80 days 
Resistances: F...Fusarium 
Wilt TMV…Tobacco Mosaic 
Virus V…Verticillium Wilt 
Habit: indeterminate 
Mild flavor and low acidity make this one of the best varieties for tomato juice. Bright, golden-orange fruits, 2-1/2 
to 3" in diameter average 6 to 7 oz. apiece and have meaty, thick walls. Fruits are solid, with few seeds. Medium- 
sized plants need staking, and produce high yields, making them ideal for home garden or fresh market. 1943 
All-America Selections Award Winner 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Arkansas Traveler (heirloom) 85 days 
Resistances: 
Drought and heat 
Some diseases too and recommended by Dust Bowl Seed 
Habit: Indeterminate 
Sweet, tart, flavorful. 100-year-old heirloom favorite hailing from the Ozark Mountains of Arkansas produces 
goodly numbers of rich flavorful tomatoes. Deep pink when ripe, the round 6-8 oz. fruits' artful balance of 
sweetness and tartness accounts for its standing as one of the very best heirloom varieties. Arkansas Traveler is 
much esteemed for its ability to produce flavorful tomatoes under normally adverse conditions high heat, 
humidity or drought. May be dry farmed (infrequent deep watering) 
Sowing Method: Indoor Sow



 

Large Size 
Park’s Whopper (hybrid) 65 days 
Resistances: 
F2… Fusarium Wilt (Races 1 & 2) 
N…Nematodes 
TMV…Tobacco Mosaic Virus 
V…Verticillium Wilt 
Habit: indeterminate 
Large, avg. 10-12 oz., 
Earlier and tastier than the original Whopper, with big red, 4" fruits that feature improved disease and crack- 
resistance, as well as a more uniform fruit size. You'll start harvesting in just 65 days, and keep picking right until 
frost!. Vigorous, stocky plants. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Big Beef Hybrid (hybrid) 73 days 
Resistances: 
AS… Alternaria Stem Canker 
F2… Fusarium Wilt (Races 1 & 2) 
L…Gray Leaf Spot 
N…Nematodes 
TMV…Tobacco Mosaic Virus 
V…Verticillium Wilt 
Habit: indeterminate 
Large, avg. 10-12 oz., 
A miracle of modern breeding, combining traditionally delicious flavor with today's disease resistance. A good 
choice to try in virtually any climate - readily overcoming adverse growing conditions and adapting easily to 
different environments. Colossal fruit size and yield, uniformity and a full spectrum of disease resistance. Fruit 
size 9 oz. to one pound. 1994 AAS winner AAS Classic.



 

What is determinate vs. indeterminate? 
A determinate tomato plant produces fruit for a couple of weeks and then production fades out. 
That’s because it eventually forms a flower cluster at the terminal growing point, which causes it 
to stop growing in height. These plants are more manageable and require little or less staking. 
An indeterminate tomato plant produces fruit throughout the season, often until frost. It never 
sets terminal flower clusters, but only lateral ones, and continues indefinitely to grow taller. 
These plants require staking and respond well to pruning. 

 

 

What is the difference between heirloom and hybrid tomatoes? 
Heirloom tomatoes are strains that have been reproduced for generations without cross- 
breeding. Their seeds will produce offspring with the same characteristics. 
Hybrid tomatoes, on the other hand, are a cross between two different varieties. Hybrids are 
cultivated both commercially and in the home garden. Hybrid seedlings are often identified as 
"F1" on their identification tags in nurseries and garden centers.  Their seeds will not produce 
true-to parent offspring as do heirlooms.  Saving seed on hybrids is therefore not recommended. 

 

 

What do disease resistance codes mean? 
“V” means the plant is resistant to the fungi that cause verticillium wilt, Verticillium albo-atrum 
and Verticillium dahliae. The fungi work their way up through the plant’s roots, clogging water- 
conducting tissue in the stem. They spreads a toxin that wilts leaves and prevents water from 
reaching branches and leaves, starving the plant. Yellow spots appear on lower leaves, followed 
by brown veins. Leaves then turn brown and fall off. Infection pattern often resembles a V-shape.  
 
"F," "FF," or “FFF” means the plant is resistant to Fusarium oxysporum fungi that cause 
fusarium wilt. First signs are yellowing and wilting on one side of the plant – a leaf, single shoot, 
branch, or several branches. Yellowing and wilting move up the plant as the fungus spreads, 
clogging water-conducting tissue in the stem and affectively starving the plant. Left unchecked, 
fusarium wilt can kill tomato plants well before harvest time. Unfortunately, some fusarium fungi 
have overcome the initial “F” resistance attributes in designated tomatoes. Today, newer cultivars 
have been bred to be resistant to secondary fusarium strains – hence the “FF” and “FFF” 
designations. 
 
"N" means the plant is resistant to parasitic nematodes, round worms that often lie dormant in 
the soil. Parasitic nematodes can produce root galls on the plant up to an inch wide. Affected 
plants are weak, stunted, do not respond to fertilizer, and tend to wilt. These are not to be 
confused with beneficial nematodes which prey on the larva of many garden pests and also upon 
parasitic nematodes. 
 
"A" means the plant is resistant to the Alternaria alternata fungus that causes Alternaria stem 
canker. Brown or black cankers attack tomato stems, leaves, and fruit, often accompanied by 
streaks. Left unchecked, cankers can spread across the entire plant and kill it before harvest. 
 
"T" means that the plant is resistant to the Tobacco Mosaic Virus (TMV), which causes mottling 
and yellowing in tomato leaves, reduced tomato size and yield, and brown fruit. 
 
"St" means the plant is resistant to Stemphylium or gray leaf spot, caused by the Stemphylium 
solani fungus. Affected plants develop brown to black spots, which progressively get bigger, turn 
gray, and drop out – leaving holes. 
 
"TSWV" means plants are resistant to the Tomato Spotted Wilt Virus. Symptoms vary from 
plant to plant, but can include yellow and brown rings on stems, brown streaks on p stems, dead 
leaf spots and tips, and severely stunted growth. Fruit may be discolored at maturity.



 

Ways to prevent tomato diseases 
 
Rotate crops 
Many bacteria, fungi, and viruses can survive years in the soil. Reduce incidence when you plant 
tomatoes no more than once every three years in the same spot. Avoid planting other 
Solanaceous crops (members of the same family as tomatoes, including potato, pepper, and 
eggplant) in the same area, too – they are susceptible to many of the same diseases as 
tomatoes. 
 
Improve soil 
Before planting, add a good amount of compost or organic matter to the home garden to improve 
the soil. Extra nutrients and aeration grow stronger plants which can resist infection. 
 
Plant disease-resistant tomato varieties 
Many hybrid tomato varieties are bred specifically to resist particular diseases. Plant disease- 
resistant varieties to have the healthiest crop possible. Tomato disease-resistant codes are listed 
on seed or seedling packets in capital letters. 
 
Don’t under-water or over-water 
Keep tomatoes on a regular watering schedule to help them stay healthy and strong. Avoid over- 
watering which can lead to consistently wet conditions – the perfect environment for many 
bacteria, fungi, and viruses to multiply. 
 
Destroy infected plants 
If you allow infected plants to over-winter in the garden or if you throw them on the compost pile, 
there’s a good chance disease will spread to other plants or multiply in the soil. Throw away or 
burn infected plants. 

 

 

Information above was adapted from www.tomtatodirt.com 

http://www.tomtatodirt.com/

