
Cleveland Elementary School Garden – Distance Learning Lesson – Pollination  
 
Mother Earth’s Visit 
Mother Earth comes to school each Fall with Darling Daisy and Larry the Litterbug to teach us 
all about recycling, conserving water, composting and keeping the Earth clean. She recently 
visited the school garden to check on our pollinators. 
 
Watch Mother Earth read Thank You, Bugs! Pollinators Are Our Friends, by Dawn Pape, and 
enjoy her virtual tour of our garden’s pollinator attracting plants. Mother Earth made sure to add 
a few extras to our garden while she was there. She planted: 

 
Borage 
Fennel 

Dill 
Bee Balm 

 
Pollination Summarized:  
In order to produce a new plant many flowering plants need 
to be pollinated. This means that pollen must be transferred 
from one part of the flower to another. Many plants cannot be 
pollinated by their own pollen. The pollen must land on another plant of the same species. Many 
insects pollinate. Flowers attract the insect by using bright colours and scents. The colours that 
we see in flower petals are very different to those seen by insects with their specialized eyes.  
  
Pollination Steps: 

1. The insect arrives at a flower to collect the nectar which is a sweet liquid.  
2. While the insect is collecting the nectar the male parts of the flower brush it with pollen.  
3. The insect then travels to another flower where the pollen brushes off onto the female 

parts of that flower.  
4. If the pollen being transferred is from the same type of flower, then pollination has 

occurred. This means that flower will be able to produce seed and fruit! 
  
Key terms: 
Pollination: the transfer of pollen between the flowers of different plants which allows new plants 
to be made or reproduced 
Pollen: fine powdery substance, usually yellow, which moves from the flowers of one plant to 
another for fertilization  
Pollinator: helpful insects, birds, and animals who move pollen from one plant to another.  Wind 
and rain can also be a pollinator 
Common pollinators: bees, wasps, butterflies, beetles, flies, moths, hummingbirds, bats, birds 
 
Fun Facts about Pollination: 

• Pollination is an important part of the plant life cycle as they cannot produce fruit or even 
seeds unless they are pollinated. 

• Sticky pollen clings to the pollinators body and is carried from one plant to another. 

• Honeybees do more pollination than any other insect. 

• The color and markings on a flower as well as the fragrance helps attract and guide 
insects for pollination. 

• Bees are attracted to bright blue and violet colors. Butterflies enjoy bright colors like 
yellow, orange, pink, and red. Hummingbirds are drawn to red. 

• About 75% of plants need the help of pollinators for fertilization. 
  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Links to check out: 
 
Attracting Pollinators to your Garden 
https://www.fws.gov/uploadedFiles/USFWS%20Attract%20Pollinators%20Garden.pdf 
 
Meet the Pollinators 
https://www.fws.gov/uploadedFiles/Meet%20the%20Pollinators%20poster%20re-ordered.pdf 
 
Pollinator.org Website 
https://www.pollinator.org/pollinators 
 
Oklahoma Native Plants that Attract Pollinators 
https://kerrcenter.com/wp-content/uploads/2019/11/pollinator-guidebook-reduced.pdf 
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